
Doctoral Programs Committee Meeting 

August 30, 2022 

2:00PM- 3:00PM 

Pamplin 1060/ Zoom 

Attendees: 

Carlson, Kevin 

Hunt, Richard 

Lisic, Ling 

Lowry, Paul 

Nicolau Gonzalbez, Juan 

Russell, Robin 

Venkatesh, Viswanath 

Xu, Jin 

 

Absent: 

Wang, Shane 

 

Recording Secretary: 

Moss, Raegan 

 

Dean Russell delivered a welcome to the members. She opened the meeting with a discussion about 

graduate student unrest. The Doctoral Program Committee discussed ways to address this issue, including 

stipends, tuition remissions, hour reporting, and research dedication. Dean Russell stated that as a college, 

efforts should be made to ensure students feel heard. She also asked the committee to think of best 

practices for supporting Ph.D. students.  

The committee discussed facilities for Ph.D. students for the potential to give them a space to work in the 

new building. Dean Russell advised the committee to have their department heads reach out if they feel 

space for faculty or graduate students is needed in the Data and Decision Sciences Building. 

 

Dean Russell asked the committee for a nomination for the chair for this year. Ling Lisic nominated Jin 

Xu. The nomination was seconded, and the committee voted unanimously for Jin Xu to chair the 

committee.  

 

Dr. Viswanath Venkatesh clarified to the committee that the term BXBR is no longer used and that 

Executive Ph.D. is the new program name.    

 

Dr. Richard Hunt and Dr. Venkatesh discussed the vision of the programs. Dr. Venkatesh said that it 

would be great to work in collaboration with other departments for methods level courses. Dean Carlson 

said the current methods courses were implemented around six years ago and need to be opened and 

evaluated. He suggested doing a half-day workshop to investigate the courses further. 

 

Dr. Hunt said that the college needs efforts to improve students’ writing skills at the college level. Dean 

Carlson offered two possible solutions which were to either create a sequence of courses or guided 

writing experiences that could be completed as they work towards the development of their dissertations. 

 

The next Doctoral Programs Meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 28, 2022. 

 


