
Pamplin College of Business 
Graduate Studies and Policies Committee (GS&PC) Minutes 

Wednesday, April 1, 2020 
12:00-1:30 p.m. 

 
Members Present: Barbara Hoopes (BIT), chair; Sudip Bhattacharjee (ACIS); Mahmood Khan (HTM); 
Dipankar Chakravarti (MKTG); Bill Becker (MGT); Jay Winkeler (CBIA); Raman Kumar (FIN); Parviz 
Ghandforoush, ex-officio 

 
Minutes 
The minutes from the meeting on 3/4/20 were discussed, modified, and approved. The meeting scheduled 
for 3/18/20 was cancelled due to the extended spring break. 
 
Graduate Certificates 
FIN 5024, proposed for inclusion in two Finance-based certificates and the Business Fundamentals 
certificate, has pre-requisites that would not be satisfied in a 3-course certificate. Raman reported that the 
Finance department is considering a change to the course’s pre-requisite structure. However, Parviz, 
based on his conversation with Vijay, informed the committee that for the moment no graduate 
certificates containing that course will be put forward for approval.  Barbara will continue working on the 
paperwork for the other proposed certificates in Leadership and Business Analytics.   
 
Online Teaching 
Committee members shared their experiences moving courses online.  All agreed that we have been well-
supported by both TLOS and the college.  Committee members then shared some of their favorite tips for 
online teaching and Zoom use. In addition to using a phone connection to be a “back up” for an internet 
connection that may be unstable, two screens can be useful to display both class participants and a shared 
screen.  It was also suggested that faculty make sure to check/change the settings so that all participants 
can share their screen, if necessary. 
 
It was mentioned that Zoom is being investigated for privacy and security concerns.  Faculty are 
encouraged to use Zoom directly through Canvas or through the dedicated VT site (virginiatech.zoom.us) 
for maximum security.  Also, the use of passwords for meetings and classes is encouraged. 
 
New Course 
David Townsend’s new course, MGT 5864: Design Thinking for Executives, has been posted in JIRA for its 
mandatory review period. Upon successful completion of that review, it will be forwarded to Graduate 
Curriculum Committee. 
 
Homeland Security MBA Program 
Parviz updated the committee on the newly-revived MBA in Security Technology Transition that is being 
proposed to the Department of Homeland Security.  Virginia Tech has passed the approval of Phase 1 and 
just submitted the Phase 2 proposal.  As part of the proposal, a Center of Excellence in Security 
Technology Transition will be established, and various coursework would need to be approved through 
the committee.  Parviz will keep the committee apprised of any progress. 
 
MBA Grading Policy 
Barbara gathered grading guidelines for 5000-level courses from Pamplin departments.  The ACIS guideline 
provided to faculty is that 5000 level classes should target average class GPAs between 3.4 and 3.7.  The 



FIN guideline targets GPAs per course between 3.10 and 3.75, with a target of 3.45.  The MGT department 
recommends the use of the MBA guidelines published in 2013 (average GPA per course of 3.4, and 
distribution guidelines). The BIT and MKTG departments have no specific grading policies or guidelines for 
5000-level courses. 
 
Parviz will request graduating student GPAs for all three program formats from the last 2-5 years in order 
to assess whether or not there is any evidence of overall grade inflation.  Following that analysis, grade 
distributions from anonymized core classes may be looked at to ensure consistency across class offerings.  
The committee will make a determination whether revised guidelines are necessary, or whether a more 
targeted awareness campaign might accomplish the committee’s goal of being fair to students by 
achieving grading parity across MBA courses using standardized grading guidelines. 
 
Assurance of Learning/Student Learning Outcomes 
Data collection for the AOL/SLO submissions is largely complete, with a few courses that will be reported 
late due to the extended spring break and the transition to online teaching.  Parviz will send the SACS 
template to the committee, and Sudip will work with Brantley to assemble the collected data and have the 
required information available by the end of April.  The committee will aim for a strawman report at the 
next meeting on 4/15, with a final ready by the subsequent meeting on 4/29.  As far as Parviz knows, there 
has been no change of timeframe for the SACS audit.   
 
Next Meetings: Every other Wednesday from 1:30-2:30 pm – next meeting, 4/15/20 


