
Pamplin College of Business 
Graduate Studies and Policies Committee (GS&PC) Minutes 

Wednesday, December 4, 2019 
1:00 – 2:00 p.m. 

 
Members Present: Barbara Hoopes (BIT), chair; Sudip Bhattacharjee (ACIS); Mahmood Khan (HTM); 
Dipankar Chakravarti (MKTG); Bill Becker (MGT); Jay Winkeler (CBIA); Raman Kumar (FIN); Parviz 
Ghandforoush, ex-officio 
 
Minutes 
The minutes from the meeting on 11/6/19 were approved. 
 
Assurance of Learning 
Appropriate courses have been identified in all MBA program formats, and Brantley Willett is actively 
tracking AOL data collection. Progress reports will be provided at future meetings. 
 
The MSBA programs will be evaluated in the 2020-21 academic year. Jay Winkeler has been tasked with 
reviewing the AOL assessment questionnaires used for the MBA program and determining if they are 
appropriate for the MSBA-BA program. In addition, he will work with the MSBA-BA administration to 
determine which courses would be most appropriate for evaluating the various learning objectives. (The 
MSBA-HTM program has historically used the same dimensions and questionnaires as the MBA program.) 
 
MBA Program Updates 
Two Evening MBA courses will be offered in a “hybrid” format in the spring: MKTG 5104 and BIT 5494.  
These courses will make use of online content delivery coupled with classroom-based activities, with the 
goal of adding some flexibility for students. 
 
There has been significant progress this academic year in rolling out the standard Canvas template for 
MBA program courses designed by Brantley Willett.  The Graduate Assistants have played a key role in 
helping faculty incorporate the new standard format, and student response has been very positive so far. 
 
Outstanding Master’s Degree Student 
The committee will be asked to recommend an outstanding Pamplin Master’s degree student in the 
Jan/Feb timeframe.  Nominations will be requested from all three MBA program formats, the MSBA-BA 
and –HTM programs, the MIT program, and the MACIS program.  Given the diversity of the students likely 
to be nominated (e.g., full-time vs. part-time, on-campus vs. off-campus, etc.), the committee decided on 
a set of common criteria for evaluating these nominations.  The criteria include: 

• Academic Standing 
• Service to University 
• Service to Community 
• Awards/Competitions 
• Leadership in Campus and Community Organizations 
• Teaching/Pedagogical/Research Contributions 

 
Sudip will develop a form to solicit nominations from the various programs for review at the next 
committee meeting. 
 



New Business 
Barbara will attend the Area Analytics Directors Meeting to be held in Blacksburg on Jan 15.  This meeting 
of the directors of analytics programs from throughout the Virginia/DC area will be helpful as Pamplin 
considers the potential future for a MS in Business Analytics. 
 
A Communication Leadership MS degree program has been proposed for delivery in the Metro DC area 
that will use select Evening MBA courses as electives. Parviz has been working with Doug Cannon on 
designing this curriculum. 
 
Next Meetings: Every other Wednesday from 1-2 pm, beginning 1/22/20 
 


