
Pamplin College of Business 
Graduate Studies and Policies Committee (GS&PC) Minutes 

Wednesday, March 4, 2020 
1:30 – 2:30 p.m. 

 
Members Present: Barbara Hoopes (BIT), chair; Sudip Bhattacharjee (ACIS); Mahmood Khan (HTM); 
Dipankar Chakravarti (MKTG); Bill Becker (MGT); Jay Winkeler (CBIA); Raman Kumar (FIN); Parviz 
Ghandforoush, ex-officio 

 
Minutes 
The minutes from the meeting on 2/19/20 were approved. 
 
MBA Grade Distribution 
There has been some renewed concern about grade inflation in the MBA program.  Parviz brought to our 
attention the grade distribution guidelines written by the MBA Advisory Board in 2013. The committee will 
be using these guidelines, as well as grade data from recent years, to make a recommendation. 
 
Barbara will begin by soliciting information from all Pamplin departments for their grading guidelines (if 
any) for 5000-level courses. Parviz will have a program administrator assemble some grade distribution 
data for all MBA program formats from recent years for the committee’s consideration.   
 
The goal will be to roll out any changes to the grading guidelines in Fall 2020, ensuring awareness by all 
full-time, part-time, and adjunct faculty, as well as consistency across courses.  
 
Graduate Certificates 
The committee continued the discussion of the proposed MBA-level graduate certificates.  One issue that 
has to be carefully handled is the restrictions associated with course pre-requisites since no “hidden” pre-
requisites (i.e., requiring additional courses) can be included in a certificate.  A suggestion was made to 
consider changing some pre-requisites to co-requisites, where departments feel it is appropriate.  
 
Barbara will follow up with Nicole Girdwain, and begin the process of preparing the certificate paperwork. 
 
Assurance of Learning 
The committee reviewed the latest update on the Assurance of Learning results.  Data collection will 
continue for the next month or two, then a final report with calculations and trends will be prepared for 
the SACS submission. Parviz will provide the template for SACS submission to committee members. 
 
Next Meetings: Every other Wednesday from 1:30-2:30 pm – next meeting, 3/18/20 


