
Pamplin College of Business 
Graduate Studies and Policies Committee (GS&PC) Minutes 

Monday, May 3, 2021 
1:00-2:00 p.m. 

 
Members Present: Barbara Hoopes (BIT), chair; Jay Winkeler (CBIA); Mahmood Khan (HTM); Bill Becker 
(MGT); Reza Barkhi (ACIS); Sattar Mansi (FIN); Parviz Ghandforoush, ex-officio 

 
Minutes 
The minutes from 04/19/21 were approved.   
 
Assurance of Learning 
Sattar has begun the process of documenting the Assurance of Learning/Student Learning Outcomes 
process with the assistance of Brantley Willett.  The goal is to have the process document ready at the 
beginning of the Fall 2021 semester. 
 
Brantley is collecting data from faculty members, and Barbara will draft a report for the committee to 
evaluate within the next couple of weeks.  The goal is to have a report ready by the end of May. 
 
New BIT Course 
With the GCC having completed its meetings for this academic year, the Federal Acquisition course will 
have to wait until Fall to be reconsidered for formal approval.  If it is to be offered this Summer, an 
exception will have to be granted for the course to be offered once more as a special study.  The fact that 
the course is under review should make that possible. 
 
Online MBA 
Parviz provided an update on the progress of the Online MBA, which will begin in late Summer 2021.  
Though there are many competitor programs on the market, the target of at least 25 students in the 
inaugural cohort has almost been met.  Faculty have been identified for the Summer classes and the Fall I 
classes. TLOS and the Provost’s office have been engaged to invest in technology for teaching and learning 
(in both Blacksburg and the Metro DC area), as well as certification for faculty who will teach in the 
program.  The use of existing PMBA, EMBA and MIT courses for the majority of the courses means that 
there will be very few new courses that will be needed.  However, the committee has suggested that any 
new courses for the second year be identified and proposed by individual departments by the end of Fall 
2021 in order to ensure they are through the governance process in time.   
 
Agenda Items for 2021-22 
The grading guidelines that were developed for the MBA programs will be rolled out in Fall 2021; they 
were put on hold because of the rapid shift to online learning in the past year. 
 
In addition, Parviz encouraged the committee to think broadly about “5th year” or other short-term 
Master’s degrees in specialty areas that could be designed, as shorter degree programs have become very 
popular.  Partnering with other colleges might be possible, for example.   
 
Committee members were thanked for their service this year. 
 
 
 


