
Pamplin College of Business 
Graduate Studies and Policies Committee (GS&PC) Minutes 

Tuesday, October 27, 2020 
1:00-2:00 p.m. 

 
Members Present: Barbara Hoopes (BIT), chair; Reza Barkhi (ACIS); Jay Winkeler (CBIA); Sattar Mansi (FIN); 
Mahmood Khan (HTM); Bill Becker (MGT); Parviz Ghandforoush, ex-officio 
Guest: Dana Hansson, MBA Director 
Absent: Ryan Zimmerman, ex-officio 

 
Minutes 
The minutes from 10/13/2020 were approved with minor changes. The combined minutes of the 9/29 and 
10/13 meetings will be sent to the Dean for approval and distribution.  The proposed MBA grading 
guidelines will also be included with these minutes. 
 
Online MBA 
Parviz clarified that the approval process for an online MBA program will include constructing a program 
of study that is consistent with the original MBA curriculum approved by SCHEV (most recently in 2018), 
and asking for the approval of an online delivery option.  He reiterated that Fall 2021 is the targeted 
launch of the online MBA program. 
 
The committee discussed key competitive factors for VT’s online MBA program, based on a review of 
competitor offerings, and experience from our existing three delivery formats (i.e., Evening, Executive, and 
Professional).  These include: 

• Time-to-completion - the goal will be to design a program of study that can be completed in no 
more than 24 months 

• Cohort-based – in a remote, online program, increased community among the students will be 
extremely important 

• Electives/tracks – the committee plans to propose specializations, consistent with Pamplin’s 
strategic pillars, that students may focus on in the second half of the program; these 
specializations will likely focus on “tech” based options, leveraging VT’s reputation in the industry 

• Part-time students – the online program must be designed to work with the schedule of 
professional, working students 

• Capstone experience – the proposed structure will likely include an opportunity for the entire 
cohort to reconvene after the tracks are completed in the second year and have a capstone 
experience together as a cohort 

 
In order to expedite the development process and have a proposal to the Dean by the end of the 
semester, a subcommittee (Parviz, Dana, Bill, Barbara) was convened to develop a strawman structure and 
schedule for the committee to consider at our next meeting. 
 
Upcoming Meetings: Every other Tuesday, 1 pm. 
November 10 
December 1 
 
 


