
Pamplin College of Business 
Graduate Studies and Policies Committee (GS&PC) Minutes 

Wednesday, October 9, 2019 
2:00 – 3:00 p.m. 

 
Members Present: Barbara Hoopes (BIT), chair; Sudip Bhattacharjee (ACIS); Mahmood Khan (HTM); 
Raman Kumar (FIN); Jay Winkeler (CBIA); Dipankar Chakravarti (MKTG); Parviz Ghandforoush, ex-officio 
Absent: Bill Becker (MGT) 
 
Minutes 
The minutes from the meeting on 9/25/19 were approved. 
 
Proposed MS Business Analytics Degree Program 
The committee approved the MSBA Concept Paper.  A few minor items were discussed, notably that the 
likelihood is increasing that the program, if launched, would be offered online, as well as a suggestion to 
think about allowing in-class MBA courses as foundational equivalents to online Harvard Business School 
resources.  In addition, it was reiterated that, while Virginia Tech’s broader offerings in the Analytics area 
are distinct enough from Pamplin’s proposed offering, the MSBA-BA and MSBA names are likely to be 
confusing to external parties, necessitating a rethinking of the naming before pursuing the program 
further. 
 
EMBA Curriculum Update 
A quick review of the “new” EMBA curriculum indicated that there are still at least two courses that need 
to be proposed and approved by their respective departments: Marketing Analytics and Design Thinking.  
Parviz will check to make sure those are our last two that need shepherding through the governance. 
 
Study Abroad 
The results of the recent MBA student survey were presented to the committee.  The results generally 
indicated a preference for slightly shorter courses (a week to 10 days), due to cost and time away from 
work.  The cost of the programs themselves has stayed stable over the last several years, but the rising 
tuition and fees has made the programs more expensive overall.  Since the study abroad courses are now 
2 credits in the MBA curriculum, shorter (and, therefore, likely cheaper) programs are feasible, but both 
Barbara and Mahmood agreed that it severely limits what is possible from a practical standpoint.  In 
particular, it would limit the ability to visit more than one country and/or major city in a substantial way, 
especially for destinations in Asia.  Barbara discussed the possibility of embedding travel into regular 
semester courses so that the trip was a part of the existing tuition/fee structure, as is being considered by 
the International Programs Committee for some undergraduate study abroad offerings.  This discussion 
will be continued in the future. 
 
Assurance of Learning 
Parviz reiterated the requirement for the Pamplin graduate programs to be assessed 3 times in 5 years by 
AACSB requirements, so that we are likely to have to evaluate AoL factors again this year.  A decision was 
made to consider the MBA program (all formats) this academic year, while planning the assessment of the 
MSBA and MACIS programs in a subsequent year.  This rotation of programs will reduce the annual burden 
of administering the AoL assessments. 
 
Next Meeting Wednesday, 10/23, 1 pm  


