
Pamplin College of Business 
Graduate Studies and Policies Committee (GS&PC) Minutes 

Wednesday, September 1, 2020 
1:00-2:00 p.m. 

 
Members Present: Barbara Hoopes (BIT), chair; Reza Barkhi (ACIS); Jay Winkeler (CBIA); Sattar Mansi (FIN); 
Mahmood Khan (HTM); Parviz Ghandforoush, ex-officio; Ryan Zimmerman, ex-officio 
Absent: Bill Becker (MGT) 

 
Committee Charge 
Dean Sumichrast met with the committee to establish the committee’s charge for the 2020-2021 
academic year.  The committee will continue to review proposed courses and programs for Pamplin, as 
well as overseeing faculty teaching reviews, as necessary, and the Assurance of Learning process for all 
Pamplin’s non-research graduate degrees (i.e., MBA (all formats), MSBA, and MACIS).  Special charges for 
this year include:  

• Beginning the process of transitioning the PMBA program to a fully online MBA program 

• Reviewing the recently-released AACSB AOL standards to determine their impact on our current 
AOL procedures 

 
Barbara Hoopes was re-elected as committee chair, with Bill Becker as chair-elect, in order to smooth the 
transition to a change of chair next year if/when Barbara rotates off of the committee. 
 
Pamplin Masters Programs 
Program updates were provided by various committee members. 

• MSBA-BA Program – Cohorts 1-4 ranged from 27-31 students, with Cohort 4 graduating 27 
students earlier this year.  The incoming Cohort 5 has 42 students (plus a waiting list), 
representing a 56% increase.  Ten capstone sponsored projects are secured for the current cohort, 
with additional capstone sponsors having expressed interest. 

• MSBA-HTM Program – The program currently has 30 students.  Unfortunately, 15 additional 
international students were prevented from joining the program by the COVID conditions and the 
closing of embassies. 

• EMBA Program – The incoming cohort has 10 students. 

• Evening MBA Program – There are 64 new students this fall, which is up from approximately 40 in 
the previous year. 

• PMBA Program – The incoming cohort has 30 students.  This represents an increase from 17 in last 
year’s cohort. 

• MIT Program – Continued annual growth is approximately 10-15%. 
 
MS in Business Analytics 
While this degree program proposal is not dead, there are no resources committed to moving it forward at 
this time.  However, an MS degree will be part of the partner program with India (building on the 
proposed Cyber undergraduate degree), and the MS-BA degree might the appropriate fit for this 
partnership. 
 
Finance Courses (EvMBA) 
A suggestion was made that topics from the Economics, Principles of Finance, and Corporate Finance 
courses be combined into two courses for the Evening MBA Program, in order to provide increased value 



to the Evening MBA students.  (Currently, Economics and Principles of Finance are core courses, and 
Corporate Finance is an elective.)  Sattar will discuss this rearrangement with Finance faculty and 
departmental leadership, review AACSB requirements, and put together an official proposal for the 
committee to consider. 
 
Grade Inflation 
This item is left over from the previous academic year.  The current recommendations concerning course 
GPA and grade distribution will be reviewed, and revised if necessary, in an upcoming meeting.  The 
resulting guidelines will be communicated to all MBA faculty (including adjuncts). 
 
Upcoming Meetings: Every other Tuesday, 1 pm. 
September 15 
September 29 
October 13 
October 27 
November 10 
December 1 
 
 


