
Pamplin College of Business 
Graduate Studies and Policies Committee (GS&PC) Minutes 

Thursday, September 12, 2019 
1:30 – 2:30 p.m. 

 
Members Present: Barbara Hoopes (BIT), chair; Sudip Bhattacharjee (ACIS); Mahmood Khan (HTM); 
Raman Kumar (FIN); Jay Winkeler (CBIA); Dipankar Chakravarti (MKTG); Bill Becker (MGT); Parviz 
Ghandforoush, ex-officio 
 
Minutes 
The minutes from the meeting on 9/3/19 were approved. The committee also reviewed the last two sets 
of minutes from the 2018-2019 academic year. 
 
Proposed MS Business Analytics Degree Program 
The committee continued the discussion about the proposed MSBA degree program.  Parviz relayed to the 
committee the results of a Hanover Research survey indicating that students prefer online degree 
programs because they are more flexible and the tuition can be kept reasonable. Though online delivery is 
not in line with the original design of the proposed program, the committee is open to an online format to 
take advantage of increased market potential and flexibility for students.  The proposal presented to the 
Dean will be “agnostic” to delivery format, and discuss the advantages and challenges of the two different 
formats (i.e., face-to-face and online). 
 
The continuing conversation focused on the issue of largely leveraging existing resources (e.g., faculty, 
courses) and “repackaging” them into a new degree program (the least expensive and safest option) vs. 
creating all new content and potentially hiring new specialized faculty (the most expensive and riskiest 
option).  Using only existing resources doesn’t establish Virginia Tech’s footprint in the market as a 
competitive player, but developing completely new courses for a program with an unknown future is 
obviously a big risk for the college.  A middle ground position seems viable, where adjunct faculty are used 
until some critical mass is reached, existing courses are used where possible (including potential service 
courses from other colleges with related degree programs), while key new courses are developed to 
establish VT’s unique offering.  
 
The committee is not in favor of the option of replicating the Blacksburg-based MSBA-BA program for the 
proposed MSBA program based in the Washington, DC Metropolitan Area, as it is felt that the business 
core will limit the competitiveness of the program.  Though there would be some existing (face-to-face) 
courses that could be leveraged, there might also be some “channel confusion” with the Business 
Analytics concentration in the Evening MBA program.  In addition, part-time students could not take 
advantage of the significant sponsored capstone projects in the same way as full-time students.  However, 
the committee agreed with the idea of a final project, and will include in the curriculum a 3-credit 
practicum involving a comprehensive project.   
 
Sudip will look into Virginia Tech’s other Analytics degree and certificate programs to assess whether there 
will be a differentiation issue, and identify any service courses that might work across programs, either 
online or in a classroom format.  Barbara will work on drafting a final proposal to be delivered to Dean 
Sumichrast. 
 
Next Meeting Wednesday, 9/25, 1-2:30 pm 


