
Pamplin College of Business 
Graduate Studies and Policies Committee (GS&PC) Minutes 

Wednesday, September 25, 2019 
1:00 – 2:00 p.m. 

 
Members Present: Barbara Hoopes (BIT), chair; Sudip Bhattacharjee (ACIS); Mahmood Khan (HTM); 
Raman Kumar (FIN); Jay Winkeler (CBIA); Dipankar Chakravarti (MKTG); Bill Becker (MGT) 
Absent: Parviz Ghandforoush, ex-officio 
 
Minutes 
The minutes from the meeting on 9/12/19 were approved with some corrections.  Revised minutes will be 
circulated for final approval. 
 
Proposed MS Business Analytics Degree Program 
Barbara will distribute the MSBA Concept Paper for review and feedback.  Less emphasis will be placed on 
delivery format, leaving that option to the administration. Clearly, there are different markets that would 
be targeted with a face-to-face format in the Washington, DC Metro area versus an online format.  The 
committee discussed the pros and cons of both face-to-face and online delivery, and agreed that the 
proposed degree program could work either way.  Advantages of the online format include the fact that 
the program would scale more easily and avoid resource conflicts with current programs in the DC area 
more effectively.  Advantages of the face-to-face format include the quality of hands-on teaching that the 
students would experience, as well as an easier capstone project process. 
 
One concern of the committee had been differentiation among other similar-sounding degree programs 
offered by Virginia Tech.  Sudip led the committee through a comparison of other programs that VT has in 
the Analytics space, and the committee felt that there were few/no conflicts with the intended focus of a 
Business Analytics MS degree.  The Master of Arts in Data Analysis and Applied Statistics, offered by the 
Statistics department, and the Graduate Certificate in Data Analytics offered by the Discovery Analytics 
Center have no business application courses in their curriculum.  The MIT concentration in Analytics and 
Business Intelligence has the greatest potential for overlap, but the overall degree has more of a technical 
focus.  Consequently, the committee feels that the MSBA program would be well-differentiated outside of 
the college.  However, there is some concern about the similar names of the MSBA and MSBA-BA degree 
programs within the college; the committee would encourage consideration of this prior to deciding on a 
name for the new degree program. 
 
Commission on Graduate and Professional Studies and Policies (CGPSP) 
Barbara Hoopes has been appointed to represent Pamplin on the CGPSP.  She will act as liaison between 
the Graduate Studies and Policies Committee and the university-level commission. 
 
EMBA Curriculum Update 
Barbara conferred with the Registrar’s Office and together they determined that the existing XXX5964 
Field Practicum course would be suited for the Experiential Application courses in the revised Executive 
MBA curriculum.  Moving forward, the Experiential Application courses will use the 5964 designation.  The 
Management department currently has this course in their course listing, and Barbara will send a request 
by email to the other department heads (specifically, BIT and ACIS) who need to activate this course 
number by way of a letter to the Registrar’s Office. 
 
Study Abroad 



The MBA program is currently evaluating ways to increase student participation in study abroad 
opportunities.  They will be launching a student survey to investigate potential hurdles to students 
participating, such as cost, time away from work, etc.  The results of this survey will be discussed at a 
future meeting. 
 
Assurance of Learning 
The committee will investigate requirements for the administration of AoL assessments this academic 
year.  Consideration will be made for including non-MBA degrees, such as the MSBA-HTM, MSBA-BA, and 
MACIS programs. 
 
 
Next Meeting Wednesday, 10/9  


