
Pamplin College of Business 
Graduate Studies and Policies Committee (GS&PC) Minutes 

Tuesday, September 3, 2019 
2:00 – 3:30 p.m. 

 
Members Present: Barbara Hoopes (BIT), chair; Sudip Bhattacharjee (ACIS); Mahmood Khan (HTM); 
Raman Kumar (FIN); Jay Winkeler (CBIA); Dipankar Chakravarti (MKTG); Parviz Ghandforoush, ex-officio 
Not in Attendance: Bill Becker (MGT) 
 
Committee Charge 
Dean Sumichrast met with the committee to establish the committee’s charge for the 2019-2020 
academic year.  The committee will continue to review proposed courses and programs for Pamplin, as 
well as overseeing faculty teaching reviews, as necessary, and the Assurance of Learning process for all 
Pamplin’s non-research graduate degrees (i.e., MBA (all formats), MSBA, and MACIS).  Special charges for 
this year include:  

1) Continuing the committee’s work on the proposed MS in Business Analytics. The Dean would 
like a summary of the committee’s work from last year, as well a recommendation of how to 
proceed, by the end of September.  Options for proceeding include:  

a. moving forward to propose a new degree program for consideration by SCHEV,  
b. considering an implementation of the existing MSBA-BA degree program in a format 

that would work for part-time students in the National Capital Region (NCR), or  
c. deciding that the market or niche no longer exists and a Business Analytics degree 

should not be considered for the NCR at this time.   
2) Considering MBA-level Graduate Certificates.  These certificates would combine courses 

already in existence for the Evening MBA program into shorter, focused areas of expertise 
(e.g., analytics, cybersecurity).  Students would be encouraged to take these as stand-alone 
certificates, or as a pre-cursor to admittance as an ongoing MBA student. 

 
Barbara Hoopes was re-elected chair, and the Dean instructed the committee to identify a graduate 
student representative.  A permanent meeting schedule will be established by use of a Doodle poll. 
 
Graduate Certificates 
The model of offering shorter-term Graduate-Level Certificates is a successful one within Pamplin, and 
elsewhere in the industry, already.  The HTM department currently has three graduate-level certificates, 
and their experience has been that students are attracted by a condensed timeline for coursework.  In 
addition, there are ten popular certificate offerings within the MIT program.  The Graduate School 
requires that 3-4 courses be included (to be verified), and there are limits on double-counting credits for 
degree and certificate programs.   
 
Proposed MS Business Analytics Degree Program 
The summary of last year’s work will be forwarded to the committee for review.  The general opinion is 
that the degree is worth pursuing in some form, but this opinion will be formalized and fleshed out for the 
Dean.  The committee discussed that the ultimate decision may be one of resources.  For example, moving 
forward with a complete new degree program would require more faculty and administrative resources 
than “piggybacking” on MBA and MIT resources for an NCR-friendly version of the MSBA-BA degree 
program in which select MBA courses could be offered online and, thus, scalable for a larger audience.  
The conversation will be continued in future meetings.   
 


