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Pamplin College of Business 

International Programs Committee Minutes 

Monday, April 13, 2020 

10:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m., Zoom Video Conference  

 

Attending:  George Morgan (FIN), Stuart Feigenbaum (HTM), Dirk Buengel (MGT), Cintia Easterwood (ACIS, 

Chair), Jordan Erisman (Graduate Student Representative), Alan Wang (BIT), Barbara Hoopes (NOVA), Dustin 

Read (RE), Dipankar Chakravarti (MKTG), Svetlana Filiatreau (Pamplin IP, Ex Officio), Rachael Fitzgerald (GEO, 

Ex Officio) 

 

Guests:  Linda Tanko (Pamplin IP), Jennifer Clevenger (Pamplin IP),  

 

Absent: Janell Watson, Sid Muralidhar 

 

Started:  all participants logged-in by 10:34 a.m., meeting started at 10:38 a.m. 

 

1. Welcome and check-in  

 

2. Updates on COVID-19 related items 

Svetlana Filiatreau welcomed IPC members and provided a brief update on the immediate impact of the 

pandemic on Pamplin’s study abroad programs.  

a. She mentioned that applications for the fall 2020 exchange programs closed before the “stay-at-home” 

orders were issued. So far, all foreign exchange programs are on track to run as scheduled.  

b. She discussed that, in general, circumstances associated with the pandemic have had a negative effect 

on international students. Pamplin IP will be conducting bi-weekly Zoom meetings for international 

students focusing on their well-being and career planning and on promoting community. She also 

suggested that the pandemic will affect international mobility, so IPC and the Pamplin IP team must 

develop a strategy for the next 2-5 years. 

c. Jennifer Clevenger provided a brief overview of the current program planning efforts. She provided 

specific details regarding programs that have been canceled, the new exchange and direct enroll 

programs that are in the planning stages, and progress on study abroad registration for winter and 

spring 2021 faculty-led programs. She also shared information regarding the refund process currently 

implemented by the university.   

 

Discussion: 

IPC members discussed the feasibility of utilizing technology to offer a “virtual” global experience, 

including collaborative online international learning (COIL) courses, virtual course-related consulting 

projects, and virtual internships. A committee member suggested that VT establish guidelines for “virtual” 

and online global learning. Svetlana will take this suggestion to the University Committee on International 

Affairs meeting on April 27. 

 

2.  Pamplin’s standing programs offered by third party for 2020-2021. Jennifer Clevenger provided updates 

related to the following programs: 

• IES (Barcelona) ongoing – peaked at 7, declined, now increasing again 

• CIMBA (Italy) ongoing – has grown due to student feedback and word of mouth advertising 

• TEAN (Singapore) – has been offered for 2 years and has a smaller number of participants than other long-

standing programs 

• GAV (Australia, New Zealand, Asia-Pacific) – has been offered for 2 years and has a smaller number of 

participants than other long-standing programs  

 

Discussion: 

Jennifer Clevenger noted that the increase in popularity of the CIMBA program is primarily due to students 

who have participated in the program and then shared their experiences with other students.  To promote 
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study abroad programs, the IP team is developing orientation PowerPoints that will be shared with students 

virtually. Jennifer Clevenger has also presented study abroad options at the freshmen orientation, and the IP 

team will continue creating and providing information about program opportunities through the freshmen 

orientation flash drives. The key is to identify ways to reach parents with that information. 

 

3. Student travel grants for global learning experiences beyond study abroad. 

Svetlana Filiatreau informed the committee that several students have pursued professional global learning 

experiences which are not eligible for travel grants because they are not on the list of qualified experiences. The 

Pamplin Study Abroad Scholarship Subcommittee typically reviews applications and makes recommendations 

on scholarships and travel grants.   

 

The following actions were taken by the IPC committee:  

(a)  The committee voted to approve adding the category of Professional Experience to the list of qualified 

experiences. A student’s application for a grant must be supported by his/her department head. 

(b)  The committee recommended that funding for up to 3 student travel grants (up to $1k each) be allocated in 

the IP annual budget. 

(c)  The committee stated that both undergraduate and graduate students are eligible for such professional 

experiences; however, no more than 1 travel grant per year will be available to the graduate students. If no 

graduate students apply for a specific round, the funds will be distributed among eligible undergraduate 

students. 

 

4.  Consideration of updates to faculty compensation policy. 

 The IP team expressed concern that compensation awarded to faculty for developing study abroad programs is 

not applied consistently across all types of student abroad programs including hybrid and strategically-focused 

programs. The IPC committee will review the current compensation policy to determine what changes, if any, 

must be made. 

 

The next meeting will be held via Zoom on Monday, May 11, 2020 from 10:30 am to 11:45 am. 

 

Meeting adjourned: 11:48 am 


