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Pamplin College of Business 

International Programs Committee Minutes 

Monday, March 2, 2020 

10:30 a.m. – 11:45 p.m., Pamplin Hall 1028  

 

Members Present: George Morgan (FIN), Cintia Easterwood (ACIS, Chair), Dirk Buengel (MGT), Alan 

Wang (BIT), Stuart Feigenbaum (HTM), Dustin Read (RE), Dipankar Chakravarti (MKTG), Barbara 

Hoopes (NOVA) 

Guests:  Linda Tanko, Jennifer Clevenger, Svetlana Filiatreau, Rachael Fitzgerald GEO, Kim Filer 

Center for Excellence, David Brinberg MKTG 

 

1. Welcome and Introduction of Kim Filer, Associate Vice Provost for Teaching and Learning 

and Director of the Center for Excellence in Teaching and Learning. Dr. Filer explained that 

the Center for Excellence in Teaching and Learning is concerned with equity and effectiveness 

issues associated with experiential learning at Virginia Tech. The Center is looking for five 

departments that are interested in participating in a pilot project focused on addressing these 

issues.  Dr. Filer asked the IPC members to consider having their departments participate in the 

project. Stuart Feigenbaum volunteered to join the pilot project since his department (HTM) has 

successfully integrated experiential learning (both at home and abroad) into the HTM degree 

program.   

 

The committee recommended that Dr. Filer speak to Pamplin’s Academic Committee since that 

body would be instrumental in engaging all Pamplin academic units and integrating experiential 

learning into the departments and across academic programs. 

 

2. Program approvals. 

The committee reviewed the following new programs: 

a. Cuba – MKTG - Monica Hillison – Spring Embedded 3 credits. Dr. Brinberg was in 

attendance to answer questions. After a discussion concerning the length of time that students 

would be in Cuba, the number of contact hours, and the number of course credits granted, the 

committee approved the program with 7 votes in favor of approval and 1 vote against. 

b. Austria-Moldova – BIT – Laurel Travis – Spring Embedded. Recommended for approval by 

all 8 members present pending addition of a contact hours table to the proposal. 

 

The committee reviewed the following programs up for renewal: 

a. Lugano – MKTG – David Brinberg – Fall. - Recommended for approval by all 8 members 

present. 

b. Lugano – MKTG – David Brinberg – Spring. Recommended for approval by all 8 members 

present 

c. Australia – BIT – Laurel Travis – Winter. Committee members were provided with the final 

document and will vote electronically by Wednesday. 

d. Dominican Republic – MGT – Kim Carlson - May. Recommended for approval by all 8 

members present. 

e. Global Fire – 1 credit add-on Embedded – 5 locations. After a discussion whether these 

programs will satisfy the requirement for the International Business Minor (yes), they were 

recommended for approval by all 8 members present. 

f. India Dubai – Winter – Ron Poff. Recommended for approval by all 8 members present. 
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g. Ireland – May embedded – MGT – Ron Poff. Recommended for approval by all 8 members 

present. 

h. Paris – May embedded – MGT – Margie Deck – MGT3404 3 credits. Recommended for 

approval by all 8 members present. 

i. Prague – Spring Break – RE – Dustin Read.  After a discussion concerning the length of time 

that students would be in Prague, the number of contact hours, and the number of course 

credits granted, the committee approved the program with 7 votes in favor of approval and 1 

vote against. 

j. Spain – Winter – MGT – Dave Bluey. Jennifer Clevenger noted that the program changed its 

focus from leadership to entrepreneurship and innovation. The program was recommended for 

approval by all 8 members present. 

 

3. George Morgan suggested that the committee discuss whether our study abroad programs in 

Switzerland should be treated the same as the programs in Italy due to the Coronavirus.  Rachel 

Fitzgerald explained that the Global Travel Oversight Committee (GTOC) has been meeting daily 

and is assessing the situation of students in Riva and Lugano. At this time, the GTOC has 

determined that only the students in Italy should return home. 

 

4. The committee reviewed and approved the February meeting minutes (The votes were submitted 

electronically after the meeting). 

 

5. The committee reviewed and approved changes to the Nepal/Bhutan program that was 

conditionally approved during the February meeting. (The votes were submitted electronically 

after the meeting.) 

Adjourn at 11:57 am. 

Minutes prepared by Linda Tanko and Cindy Easterwood 
 


