
International Programs Committee Minutes 

September 13, 2021 

Pamplin 1028/Zoom 

Members Present: Rachel Fitzgerald (GEO), Dick Buengel (MGT), Alan Wang (BIT), 

Mahmood Khan (GRAD), Stuart Feigenbaum (HTM), Cindy Easterwood (ACIS), Vijay Singal 

for Derek Klock (FIN), Jennifer Clevenger (IP) 

 
Members Absent: David Brinberg (MKTG) 

 
Guests: Robert Sumichrast (Dean, PCOB), Lara Khansa, (Assoc. Dean, UG) Janice Hall 

(Asst. Dean, DEIB) 

 

 
1. Introductions 
2. Dean Sumichrast's Discussion of Charge 

a. The IPC should focus on providing good study abroad programs to students while 
using resources effectively and maintaining academic rigor. 

b. The IPC should consider ways to increase student access to programs and make 
study abroad something that all students consider. 

c. The IPC should nominate both an undergraduate and a graduate student to 
participate on the committee. 

3. Janice Hall's Discussion 
a. Janice Hall discussed the need to increase awareness regarding study abroad 

opportunities among under-represented minorities (URM) and under-served 
students (USS). 

b. We must try to find ways to address the barriers that students face and generate 
scholarships. 

4. Study Abroad Scholarships 
a. The IPC discussed the need to find donors who will fund study abroad 

scholarships. 
b. We must consider a way to help students pay for up-front study abroad costs that 

must be paid before students receive their scholarship funds. 
c. Finance department is willing to fund a study abroad scholarship for URM. 
d. We should reach out to other departments within Pamplin. 

5. Chicago Program as an international opportunity 
a.  The IPC discussed how the Spring Break Study Away program in Chicago fits into 

international programs. 
b. This program works well for international students unable to study abroad due to 

Visa issues; however, the program could benefit any student. 
c. IPC discussed possibility of embedding this type of program into the international 

business course (HTM/MGT 2314). 
6. Other ideas for reducing barriers and increasing participation in study abroad 

a. Requiring that entering students acquire a passport 
b. Increase advertising among business fraternities 

 
Next meeting: Monday, October 4, 2021, at 10 am. 


