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Pamplin College of Business 
International Programs Committee Minutes 

Dean’s Charge Meeting 
September 3, 2020 

9:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m., Zoom Video Conference 
 
 
Members Present: Cindy Easterwood (ACIS, Chair), Jennifer Clevenger (IP), Dirk Buengel (MGT), 
David Brinberg (MKTG), Rachel Fitzgerald (GEO), Dustin Read (REAL), Derek Klock (FIN), Stuart 
Feigenbaum (HTM), Alan Wang (BIT), Mahmood Khan (NOVA) 
 
Guests Present: Dean Sumichrast, Lara Khansa (Assoc. Dean), Linda Tanko (Study Abroad Specialist) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1. Welcome and Introductions 

 
2. Charge to the committee by Dean Sumichrast 

Due to the pandemic and the change in the Pamplin Strategic Plan, this year will be different for 
international programs and study abroad.  The IPC’s focus going forward will be on study abroad. 
The committee will make study abroad recommendations to Assoc. Dean Khansa who will be 
working closely with Jennifer Clevenger and Linda Tanko. Although we will continue to have student 
exchange programs, the committee will focus its efforts on providing the Assoc. Dean with 
recommendations on how to use the college’s limited resources to support faculty-led programs. 
 
International programs are important; however, they no longer represent a pillar within the strategic 
plan. They have also been adversely affected by the pandemic.  Due to the pandemic, there are no 
study abroad programs during the Fall and Winter terms. Hopefully, there will be study abroad 
programs in the Spring, but that is not guaranteed.  The pandemic has also led to budget cuts that have 
reduced the resources available to support international programs. 
 
IPC members will serve two terms of two years to provide both turnover and stability. Effective fall 
of 2021, student members will serve two years. 
 

3. Election of the committee chair 
Cindy Easterwood was unanimously elected as the committee chair. 
 

4. Future meeting dates and times 
A doodle poll will be sent to committee members to request feedback on future meeting dates and 
times. 
 

5. Information on available virtual experiences 
Jennifer Clevenger will provide committee members with a link to information regarding available 
virtual internships and virtual study abroad experiences.  A few VT students participated in virtual 
international internships this summer. The companies that provided the internships considered them 
successful. 
 

6. University date for making decision on spring semester study abroad programs 
The Global Travel Oversight Committee (GTOC) will meet on Sept. 25 and set the date on which the 
University will determine whether there will be study abroad programs in the spring. Students who 
plan on participating in study abroad programs in the spring are strongly encouraged to purchase trip 
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cancellation insurance. The programs are also considering increasing contingency funds available to 
cover potential quarantine costs. 
 

7. Nominations for student representatives 
Mahmood Khan will nominate one or two graduate students to serve on the IPC. 
 

8. Development of strategy/guidance for reviewing and approving study abroad programs 
The committee discussed developing a strategy and guidelines for reviewing and approving study 
abroad programs. Several committee members stated that guidelines are necessary to increase the 
efficiency of the approval process and to ensure that the college’s objectives are met. Another 
committee member expressed concern that the guidelines would make the approval process more 
difficult and reduce incentives for faculty to develop study abroad programs. Assoc. Dean Khansa 
and Jennifer Clevenger will focus on developing guidelines that address these issues. 
 

9. Adjournment: With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:15 a.m. 
 
 

Minutes prepared by Linda Tanko, Jennifer Clevenger, and Cindy Easterwood 
 


