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Pamplin College of Business 
International Programs Committee Minutes 

Monday, September 9, 2019 
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., Pamplin Hall 1028  

 
Members Present:  Cindy Easterwood (ACIS); George Morgan (FIN); Alan Wang (BIT); Dirk Buengel (MGT); Stuart 
Feigenbaum (HTM); Dustin Read (REAL); Barbara Hoopes (Dean’s representative for NCR); Janell Watson (Chair, 
Department of Modern Languages and Literatures, Ex-officio); Rachel Fitzgerald for Theresa Johansson, Executive Director of 
GEO (Ex-officio); Svetlana Filiatreau (IP Director and representative on UCIA, Ex-officio); 
Members Absent: Dipankar Chakravarti (MKTG);  
Pamplin undergraduate student (TBD), Pamplin graduate student (TBD) 
Guests Present: Dean Robert Sumichrast; Associate Dean Lara Khansa; Director of Global Study Abroad Jennifer Clevenger; 
Study Abroad Specialist Linda Tanko. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Alan Wang served as an interim chair for September 9 meeting, replacing the outgoing chair and BIT representative 
Lance Matheson. 
 
1. Charge to the Committee by Dean Sumichrast 

Dean Sumichrast called the meeting to order and explained Pamplin Policy 495 that the International Programs 

Committee has representatives of all academic departments and the Dean’s representative for Pamplin in 

Washington (NCR), two student representatives (an undergraduate and a graduate student).  Sumichrast emphasized 

that IPC is responsible for overseeing the content and quality of Pamplin international programs and for ensuring 

the rigor of international programs. Sumichrast charged the Committee with providing recommendations to the 

Dean and Undergraduate Studies and Policy Committee in the following six areas (per Pamplin Policy 495): 

1. “Study abroad programs offered by Pamplin faculty. 

2. Exchange programs developed for Pamplin students. 

3. Extracurricular activities sponsored by Pamplin focused on learning about culture and business outside of 

the US. 

4. Relationships which Pamplin maintains with universities and other institutions outside the US. 

5. Policies and procedures for interacting with universities and other institutions outside the US. 

6. Strategic initiatives and directions for Pamplin to consider advancing the internationalization of the college, 

the faculty, and the students”. 

 

2. Nominations for student representatives 

a. Sid Muralidhar is Pamplin undergraduate student put forward for the Committee’s consideration by 

Reed Kennedy. IPC members voted in favor of recommending that Sid is invited to join IPC. 

b. To seek graduate student nominations, the Committee members will consult with CBIA and the NCR-

based program representatives. 

 

3. Updates on the work completed in 2018-2019 

Svetlana Filiatreau, Pamplin International Programs Director gave an overview of the 2018-2019 work and 

initiatives. 
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4. HTM program in Switzerland with an internship component 

Dr. Nancy McGehee, the HTM Department Chair, proposed to the Committee a new program that will allow 

VT HTM students to study abroad for 3, 6, and 12 months and undertake a paid internship in the hospitality 

industry. The program has been developed by the HTM Department and has been reviewed by GEO and VT 

Legal Office. The Committee discussed the program proposal and the contract. Although VT Legal Office 

reviews contracts, IPC members suggested changes in the document for better clarity. IPC voted to recommend 

to the Dean to approve the proposal. The votes for the program were taken by email, following the meeting. 

However, subsequent to the approval of the minutes, the HTM Switzerland program was withdrawn. 

 

5. Review/ approve recommendations for any new programs for spring or summer 2020. 

The Committee reviewed two study abroad program renewals. The May break 2020 Ireland program 

(International and Social Entrepreneurship in Ireland) and the Spring break 2020 Qatar program (Real Estate 

Development in Qatar) were positively reviewed and the Committee recommends to the Dean approval of these 

programs. The Qatar program is a replication of last year’s Dubai program. The program content and provider 

remain the same, while its location has changed from Dubai to Qatar. GEO considers this to be a program 

renewal.  

The votes for the program were taken by email, following the meeting. 

 

6. Election of the Committee chair.  

Cintia Easterwood was unanimously elected as the Committee chair. 

 

7. Future meetings. 

The Committee set the meeting times for the 2nd Monday of each month, from 2:30 p.m. to 3:45 p.m. 

 

8. Adjournment: With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:07 p.m. 

 
 
Minutes prepared by Svetlana Filiatreau and Jennifer Clevenger 09.13.19 
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