
Research Committee Charge Meeting 
September 3, 2020 

1:00PM- 2:00PM 
Zoom 

 

Attendees: 

Beal, Daniel 

Belanger, France 

Carlson, Kevin 

Chakravarti, Dipankar 

Hoopes, Barbara 

MacKinlay, Andrew 

Sumichrast, Robert (Dean) 

Zach, Florian 

Zimmerman, Ryan 

 

Absent: 

Badinelli, Ralph 

 

Recording Secretary:  

Kelly Ratcliffe  

 

Dean Robert Sumichrast called the meeting to order and welcomed Daniel Beal as a new 
member to the Research Committee. The Dean discussed procedures and how we are all not in 
our normal environment given the current circumstances with the pandemic and how it affects 
our research enterprise. He mentioned that we are currently not hiring right now, not starting 
any new programs that will cost money, and any other indirect ways. 

The Dean talked about polices and how members serve a two-year term on committees unless 
they are ex-officio. 

The Dean also stated that Associate Dean, Kevin Carlson was delegated authority for approving 
the recommendations of this committee. 

The Dean talked about the general charge for the year and discussed the importance of 
research, and the efforts to improve the research in Pamplin, and its reflection of the PhD 
Program. The Dean mentioned how this committee has helped to make recommendations to 
improve research and suggested criteria for faculty support and faculty support programs, 



contesting awards programs, recommending recipients for student awards, and working with the 
Associate Dean to see that we are making progress on research.  

Kevin Carlson added that we are in a position where we do not have any critical questions to 
address which will allow the committee to do some future planning and revisit the question 
regarding grants and contracts. 

Dean Sumichrast moved on to the election of the chair, and opened up nominations for the new 
chair. Andrew MacKinlay was elected chair of the committee.  

MacKinlay moved on to discuss the award call letters and modifications were discussed and 
made to them, The committee agreed and approved removing the year on the first bullet point in 
the PCOB Doctoral Summer Research Grant Program document to avoid having to correct it 
each year, creating a secondary submission check-list for further guidance (Dipankar 
Chakravarti offered to take a look into drafting a check-list). France Belanger suggested and 
everyone agreed approving the calls presented with the changes that were discussed on 
today’s call. Dipankar suggested moving the submission date to November 2nd. 

Carlson mentioned that he was able to get funding for 4 summer grants next summer, but could 
not guarantee for a 5th.  

MacKinlay moved on to discuss future discussion topics. Carlson added that he wants to bring 
the implementation plan research portion into this committee to discuss in the October call and 
opened up topics of discussion to the group for future discussions and further discussion about 
grants and contracts. 

 

 

Action Items: 

• Remove date from the top bullet point for the Summer Research Grant document  
• Send call letters out to all faculty 
• Andrew and Kevin to work on schedule for grants and contracts for next meeting 


