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Pamplin College of Business 
Undergraduate Studies and Policies Committee Minutes 

Tuesday, September 3, 2019 
 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m., Pamplin 1028  

 
Members Present:  Jeff Arthur (MGT); John Easterwood (FIN); Lara Khansa, Associate Dean (Ex-officio); 
Jean Lacoste (ACIS); Lance Matheson, Interim Chair (BIT); Jeffrey Robert (REAL); Mario Pandalaere for 
Joe Sirgy (MKTG); Phil Xiang (HTM) 
 
Guests:  Julia Acton, Undergraduate Programs; Dean Robert Sumichrast; Katie Wells, Undergraduate 
Programs; Registrar’s Governance Team: Nicole Akers; Gary Costello; Becki Smith; Rick Sparks 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
I.  Welcome by Interim Committee Chair Lance Matheson; introduction of committee members  
 
  Interim Chair Lance Matheson called the meeting to order. 
 
II.  Dean Robert Sumichrast provides charge to the committee 
 

Dean Sumichrast thanked all members for their service on the Pamplin Undergraduate Studies 
and Policies Committee (USP) and provided an overview of member responsibilities. Referring to 
the Pamplin Standing Committees Definitions and Procedures document, the Dean emphasized 
that in most cases, committee members will serve no longer than two consecutive two-year 
terms. This will ensure a degree of continuity, as well as allow for fresh perspectives. The 
committee will continue to serve in an advisory capacity to Dean Sumichrast. The Committee 
will make recommendations to the Dean via the meeting minutes concerning undergraduate 
programs (majors, minors, courses and certificates).  Proposals should be vetted by the Office of 
Undergraduate Programs for completeness prior to submission to the governance system and 
review by UCC/CUSP.  

 
Recommendations that may be considered by USP include:  1) The adoption of, elimination of, 
and changes to goals that should be achieved by all undergraduates prior to graduation in any 
degree program accredited by AACSB, 2) Standards or guidelines for when action should be 
considered to improve undergraduate learning outcomes, 3) Review course proposals and 
significant changes to courses primarily taught for undergraduate students. Inputs are likely to 
come from the departments or from the Dean’s office, 4) Review proposals to create, eliminate, 
or change undergraduate programs. Such proposals could originate from the departments or 
the Dean’s office, and 5) Review indications of the quality of teaching and courses and make 
recommendations when appropriate.    
 
The Undergraduate Studies and Policies Committee helps assure that Pamplin meets the 
expectations for AACSB specified in its accreditation standards. The committee interfaces closely 
with Pamplin International Programs and the Pamplin Undergraduate Assurance of Learning 
Committee. The committee also interfaces closely with the academic departments and may 
recommend that changes be considered in courses that they offer.    

 
 
III.  Election of Committee Chair for 2019-2020 
 
  John Easterwood was nominated and elected to serve as chair. 
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IV.  Call for nominations of student member 
 

Phil Xiang (HTM) nominated and the committee recommends Julia Cavallaro to serve as student 
member.  

 
V. Registrar’s Governance Team - Course and Program Documentation (Rick Sparks, Gary 

Costello, Nicole Akers, & Becki Smith) 
 
 Course and Program Approval Guidelines can be found at https://registrar.vt.edu/governance.html. 
 Committee members should familiarize themselves with the guidelines to assist in reviewing and 

approving course proposals. More examples have been added to the guidelines on prereqs, the use of 
commas, indicators, and the level justification section.  

 
 Registrar Rick Sparks discussed the University Council’s approval this past spring 2019 to change degree 

requirements from date of graduation to date of entry. This will move checksheets from a calendar 
year to an academic year. Throughout fall semester the Registrar’s Office, with input and feedback 
from college curriculum committees, will develop an implementation and transition plan for this 
change.   

 
VI.  Old Business 
 

The following courses were read for the first time (continued from spring 2019). On completion 
of requested modifications, proposals will be electronically distributed for second reading. After 
committee approval, proposals will be submitted to the 15-day review process:  

 
   1. Course number change BIT 4514 to 3524 – Database Technology for Business 
  2. Course number change BIT 4524 to 3514 – Systems Development 
  3. Course number change BIT 4554 to 3554 – Networks and Telecommunications for 
   Business  

 
VII.  New Business 
 

A. First readings: 
 

The following course proposal was read for the first time and accepted for submission to the 
15-day review process with minor modifications: 

  
  1. New Course FIN 4255-4256 Credit Corps Lending Practicum, effective term Fall 2020 
 

B. 2022 Checksheets – Katie Wells 
 

 Katie circulated a proposed template for the 2022 college checksheets for committee review 
and feedback. Katie will provide USP committee members with updated 2022 checksheet 
templates as soon as possible. The 2022 department/minor checksheets are due to Julia by 
Friday, November 15 to ensure sufficient time for Katie to review over Thanksgiving break 
and return for any corrections.   

  
 
 
 

https://registrar.vt.edu/governance.html
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VIII. Governance Updates 
 

CM-3927: Global Business Practices to Improve the Human Condition (new Pathways Minor, 
Jennifer Clevenger). Completed as of 8.7.19.   

 
CM-4762:  New BIT Option Cybersecurity Management and Analytics (BIT-Cyber) – Preparing for 
DARS Encoding as of 7.29.19.   
 
CM-5099: 2021 Real Estate Minor – Completed as of 8.7.19.    
CM-5351: Revised Course REAL 2024; 15-Day Review End Date 9.11.19. 
 
CM-5366:  New Course REAL 4034 Real Estate Analytical Methods; 15-Day Review End Date 
9.18.19. 

 
IV.  Remaining Fall Meeting Dates: 
 
  Tuesday, October 1, 1:00 – 2:00 p.m., Pamplin 1028 
  Tuesday, November 5, 1:00 – 2:00 p.m., Pamplin 1028 
  Tuesday, December 3, 1:00 – 2:00 p.m., Pamplin 1028 

 
V.  Adjournment 
 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:27 p.m.   
 
  
Minutes prepared by Julia Acton 9.5.19 
 


